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Empathy is considered one of the prime principles motivating prosocial behavior and has been 
studied extensively in previous research. Here we present a new measure of moral motivation for 
prosocial behavior: the principle of care. In theories of moral development, prosocial behavior is 
motivated at the highest stage of moral development by a moral principle of care that urges 
people to help others even when they cannot expect to gain personally from helping. Despite the 
theoretical importance of the principle of care, researchers do not have an instrument at their 
disposal to measure the principle of care with a high level of reliability and validity.  
 
In this paper we present empirical evidence supporting the psychometric quality of a new scale 
measuring the principle of care. First, we present an extension of the three item scale to an eight 
item instrument, with a high level of reliability. Using a panel survey we show that the principle 
of care has a high test-retest reliability over a period of two years, indicating that it is a fairly 
stable trait of individuals. Second, we present evidence supporting the predictive validity of the 
scale for generosity behavior. We find that the principle of care is more strongly correlated with 
generosity towards strangers in need than with other forms of philanthropy. Finally, we find that 
the principle of care is not only predictive of self-reported donations, but also of giving observed 
in lab and survey experiments. 
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