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Quality of the researcher 
The reviewers asses the quality of the researcher as very good to excellent. All reviewers state that the researcher is within 
the top 10%, or even in the top 1% (R1, R3, R5) of his peer group. Reviewer 1 and 2 indicate that he is a leader in the field 
of philanthropy research. The researcher is cited and used by everyone in the field of charitable giving studies (R3), and he 
can be counted among the handful of peer leaders who have really advanced this field of research on a European level 
(R4). Besides, he is probably the most highly cited scholar in philanthropy in the last decade (R5). The committee agrees 
that the applicant is a leader in this particular field. The committee agrees with R2 that the productivity of his output is 
very good, but not exceptional for his status, level, or career stage. Furthermore, the committee agrees with R2 and R3 
that the number of PhDs that he supervised is modest. The committee also notes that most of his top-publications are not 
from within the last five years. The committee is not completely convinced of the impact of the research of the applicant in 
other subfields and the scholarly contribution of this research outside the subfield. The committee considers the applicant 
as a well-recognized international expert on philanthropy and that he is a leading researcher in his niche focus area.  
 
Quality, innovative character and scientific impact of the research proposal 
The applicant proposes to examine different backgrounds for the generosity of citizens in 145 countries. The referees were 
very positive about the research proposal and call it a potentially revolutionary project (R1), the potential to reveal new, 
multi-level understanding of the variables that shape human philanthropy and generosity (R2), exceptional (R3), a pioneer 
project (R4), and path breaking (R5). Nevertheless, the reviewers (R2, R4 and R5) also had some critical issues on sample 
size, the dependence on international colleagues, and the work across several countries. The committee assessed the 
proposal as very ambitious in its character, considering its multi-national, multi-theory and multi-method design. The 
proposal builds on previous work by the applicant. The committee also considers the project to be very practical; in 
theoretical terms the proposal shows limited ambition and in that sense is less innovative. During the interview the 
applicant was asked if he had considered to include other factors like time and volunteering, or children, as the next 
generation for philanthropy. When answering these questions the applicant explained that other aspects are beyond the 
scope of the proposed project. Therefore, the committee concludes that the applicant stays within the rather specific niche 
of philanthropy and did not showed sufficiently the ambition to broaden his project to other disciplines. The committee 
assessed the quality, innovative character and scientific impact of the research proposal as very good. But still has 
reservations with regards to the research design. 
 
Knowledge utilisation  
The research proposal focuses on deeper understanding of global giving. The results of the study will be used for 
communication and dissemination of the outcomes to the target groups. The researcher will make all data open access and 
available to others. The applicant has a very strong track record. He is well connected to stakeholders in the charity 
business and he has an outstanding network, such as The European Research Network on Philanthropy. This ensures that 
the data will be shared within the focus field. All reviewers were positive about the plans for knowledge utilisation, 
because of the applicant’s track record and career. However, the committee was not completely convinced by the 
dissemination plans, as they find the niche-focus to be limited without indication of an active link to other scientific areas. 
The committee assessed the knowledge utilisation plan as limited, albeit very good.  
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Subject Decision Vici SSH 2019

Dear Professor Bekkers,

On 10 Februa ry 2020 the decision-making process concerning your Vici application titled 'Global Giving' (file

number V|.C.191.063) was completed. I hereby inform you that the Domain Board Social Sciences and Humanities
has decided not to award you a grant for your proposed research.

Your application was assessed in accordance with the customary peer-review procedure and based on the criteria
listed in the lnnovational Research lncentives Scheme - Vici 2019 call for proposals. You were also given the
opportuníty of an interview to discuss the details of your application. Following this procedure, the assessment

committee reached a final judgement and a priority ranking, which were submitted to the NWO Domaín Board

Social Sciences and Humanities.

The Domain Board Social Sciences and Humanities decided to award funding to 10 of the 49 Vici full proposals

submitted.

The committee has assessed your proposal based on the application, the referees'assessments, the rebuttal ofthe
applicant and the interview. For the assessment, a scale is used ranging from one to nine, where one stands for
excellent and nine for poor. Based on this overall score, your research proposal received the qualification

"Very Good" from the NWO Domain Board Social Sciences and Humanities. Unfortunately, in view of the priority
ranking and the limited budget avaílable, your proposal could not be awarded funding. ln the annex of this letter
you will find the translation of the scores into qualifications. The committee's assessment of your application is

enclosed.

lf you have any queries about this decision or if you are considering lodging an objection, you are welcome to
contact the secretaries of this round of the grant scheme, Rick de Jong and Anita Bos by email: sgw-vici@nwo.nl,
for further information. Please note, however, that this will not have the effect of extending the deadline for
objection.
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Kind regards,

On behalf the NWO Do Board Social Sciences and Humanities,

den Boer

Enclosure lnnovational Research lncentives Scheme scale and the translation into qualifications

Final assessment of your application

The domain board is authorised to grant under a mandate from the NWO Executive Board. Please

see: www. nwo.nl/mandateregulation.

You have the right to lodge an objection to this decisíon wíthin six weeks of the date of the decision letter. Your

objection should be sent in writing or by mail to the NWO Executive Board, P.O. Box 93138, 2509 AC The Hague. lt

must be signed and dated, must specify your name and address, and must state the reasons why you object to the

decision. A copy of this decision letter should be enclosed with your written objectíon. Further information about

the objections procedure can be found on the NWO website.

You can also file your objection digitally. To do so, you can only use the email address that is provided by NWO for

this: bezwaar@nwo.nl. Your digital objection must satisfy the same requirements as a written objection. Make sure

that you scan your written objection or add a scanned signature in your objection.
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